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WILLIAM E. MILLER 

1930–2013 
 
 Bill Miller was one of a kind. He was a 
tall, polite, soft-spoken gentleman with a keen 
interest in and knowledge of Lepidoptera 
biology. As a forest entomologist throughout 
most of his career, his research focused on 
tortricid pests. Along with Nicholas 
Obraztsov and Jerry Powell, he set the 
standard for taxonomic work on the tortricid 
fauna of North America from the the mid to 
later part of the 20th century. The following 
obituary, compiled by Michael Sabourin and 
Todd Gilligan, appeared in the News of the 
Lepidopterists’ Society, Summer 2013. 
 “William E. Miller, Ph.D., of Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, at the age of 82 on 14 March 
2013, from heart complications following a 
long battle with multiple myeloma. Born in 
McAllen, Texas on 13 July 1930, he first 
studied at Louisiana State Unversity, 
obtaining a B.S. in Zoology. He received 
M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in the mid-1950s 
from The Ohio State University under the 
guidance of the famous larval expert Alvah 
Peterson. After a brief appointment in 
Germany, he served as Project Leader at the 
Lake States Forest Experiment Station in East 
Lansing, Michigan (1956–1964), and at the 
North Central Forest Experiment Station on 
the St. Paul campus of the University of 
Minnesota (1964–1982). He became an 
adjunct (and later emeritus) professor in the 
University of Minnesota Department of 
Entomology in 1976, where he generously 
contributed  to  teaching,  mentoring  of grad- 

 
uate students, and departmental service for 
more than 20 years. During his career, Dr. 
Miller authored more than 130 publications, 
including several monographs. In the realm of 
systematics, Bill was a specialist on the 
Tortricidae, subfamily Olethreutinae, 
although he also published on a diversity of 
other topics such as body size and its relation 
to geography and altitude, the correlation 
between adult feeding and oviposition, the 
diversity and life-histories of gall-forming 
Lepidoptera, and many others. Bill was a 
dedicated life member of the Lepidopterists’ 
Society and first joined in 1957. He served on 
the Executive Council, as editor of the 
Society’s Journal from 1985–1988, and as 
editor of the Society’s Memoirs for over a 
decade, providing the driving force behind the 
completion of the volume Basic Techniques 
for Observing and Studying Moths & 
Butterflies. For all these contributions, Bill 
received one of the Society’s highest honors, 
the William D. Winter Service Award, at the 
2007 meeting in Bakersfield, California. In 
the last couple years of his life, Dr. Miller 
continued to be a presence in the Department 
of Entomology as often as his health permited 
and worked on his manuscripts from home 
and at his beloved cabin in Ely, Minnesota. 
He is survived by his wife of 35 years, 
Jocelyn Muggli, six children, and four 
grandchildren. We were priviledged and 
thankful to have the talents, contributions, and 
scholarly spirit of William E. Miller in the 
service of entomology and lepidopterology 
for over six decades. His legacy will live on 
in his publications, students, and friends.” 
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THEY’RE NOT TORTS, 

BUT THEY’RE STILL PRETTY 
 

Not surprisingly, the most common 
Lepidoptera in my backyard are either 
invasives or pest species, some of which may 
be of interest to you or perhaps the collection 
upon which you work. Right now, the mimosa 
webworm (Homadaula anisocentra; Galactic-
idea), Suzuki's promalactis moth (Promalactis 
suzukiella; Oecophoridae), and the peachtree 
borer (Synanthedon exitiosa; Sesiidae) are 
common to abundant. In the fall, the 
euonymus leaf-notcher (Pryeria sinica, 
Zygaenidae) is common. If you would like 
specimens of any of these, please send me 
(john.brown@ars.usda.gov) a quick e-mail 
and I’ll grab a few for you. Be sure to include 
a mailing address. 
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