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TORTS:
GETTING OFF THE GROUND

Thank you for your positive responses to
the first TORTS newsletter. Please continue to send
me comments on your research projects, publica-
tions, meetings, and other items of interest. Several
additional colleagues have been added to the mem-
bership list, and their names and addresses will ap-
pear in the January/February 2001 issue of the News-
letter.

As described in the first Newsletter, the main
purpose of the second issue each year is to provide a
bibliography of recently published papers on
Tortricidae. Based on a variety of sources, includ-
ing members, I have compiled two lists of titles, one
of papers published in 1998 and one of those pub-
lished in 1999; the latter is likrly incomplete. I have
tried to include a wide range of topics, from phero-
mone chemistry and pest management to faunal stud-
ies and systematics, in hopes that everyone will find
something of interest, regardless of the focus of your
research. If you know of missing titles or find mis-
takes in the list, please bring them to my attention so
that they can be shared with all of the members.
Thank you.

WEB PRODUCTS

The revised and updated checklist of the
Tortricidae of North America north of Mexico now
can be view on the Essig Museum of Entomology
site, University of California, Berkeley. The address
is: http://www.mip.berkeley.edu/essig/.

A preliminary checklist of the Tortricidae of
the World soon will be available on the USDA, Sys-
tematic Entomology website: http://www.usda.
sel.barc.usda.gov. I am eager to receive your com-
ments on a number of issues: (1) the assignment of
genera to tribes; (2) the assignment of species to
genera; (3) generic synonymies; and (4) omissions.
In particular, I would appreciate your throughts on
the use of Olethreutes, Phiaris, Celypha, and
Pristerognatha. It seems like no two faunal lists treat
them in the same manner. Also, I am eager to re-
ceive input on the validity and/or synonymy of
Endopiza and Paralobesia, and Retinea and Petrova.
Possibly we can reach concensus on the synonymy
of these (and other) genera on a world basis. Please
send your comments to John Brown. I hope to up-
date the list every 6 months. In time, I hope to con-
vert the list into a catalogue with complete citations
of original descriptions, food plants, distribution, etc.
Josef Razowski already has laid the groundwork for
such work in his fine series of catalogues based on
regional faunas.

A preliminary food plant database for
Tortricidae also soon will be available on the USDA,
Systematic Entomology Laboratory website. The
database represents the combined, but independent,
efforts of Gaeden Robinson (BMNH) and John
Brown (USNM). It is likely that the database in-
cludes less than one-fourth of the published host
records for Tortricidae, but it is a beginning. If you
can contribute to the database, please send your host
records and literature citations to John Brown, Sys-
tematic Entomology Laboratory, USDA, c/o Na-
tional Museum of Natural History, Washington, DC
20560-0168, USA.
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MONA IS 30 YEARS OLD

In September 1970, Richard B. Dominick
and Charles R. Edwards drafted the introduction to
the first fascicle of the venerable Moths of America
North of Mexico series of publications. Affection-
ately known as MONA, that first monograph, Fas-
cicle 21 Sphingoidea, Hawkmoths, by Ronald W.
Hodges began an ambitious publication project that
successfully continues to document that portion of
the lepidopteran fauna, known as moths, of the Ne-
arctic Region plus Greenland.

In 30 years of publication, the MONA se-
ries has documented the occurrence of 2,381 spe-
cies from the region. Three hundred thirteen spe-
cies and 23 subspecies were described as new to
science in the series. Larger showy and popular
moths such as the sphinx moths and giant silk moths
are included as well as some of the smallest moths,
the Cosmopterigidae.

In its conception MONA was meant to be
an authoritative replacement for the long out of date
W. J. Holland’s The Moth Book, originally published
in 1903 and reprinted in 1968 by Dover. The highly
popular and, until 1968, much sought after Holland
provide some color illustrations, brief annotations
about the species, and briefer taxonomic notes. Yet
the number of species in Holland was limited, and
nearly all species of smaller moths could not be iden-
tified with this, the only guide to moths in North
America.

The idea for MONA needed time to develop,
and eventully a nucleus of people including R. B.
Dominick, C. R. Edwards, D. C. Ferguson, J. F.
Franclemont, R. W. Hodges, E. G. Munroe, E. W.
Classey, B. Harley, and others joined their know-
ledge, enthusiasm, and tenacity to publish the first
MONA fascicle.

Five years after the first monograph was
published, a public non-profit foundation, the Wedge
Entomological Research Foundation, named in

honor of Dominick’s home in South Carolina, was
formed to continue the vision of Richard Dominick,
who unexpectedly died after just a few years and
after only a few monographs were published.

Now in its 26th year, the foundation contin-
ues to publish the highly acclaimed series. The En-
tomological Society of America awarded Ronald W.
Hodges its prestigious Thomas Say Award in 1990
for his leadership with the MONA series. Published
reviews of the monographs in the MONA series have
been highly complimentary.

Upcoming fascicles include the tribe
Macariini (Geometridae) and the genus Catocala
(Noctuidae). The Wedge Entomological Foundation
is actively searching for competent authors of mono-
graphs for the series. In addition, the board of di-
rectors of the foundation desires to publish suitable
monographs beyond the scope of the MONA se-
ries. Interested persons should contact the Founda-
tion at: Wedge Entomological Research Foundation,
85253 Ridgetop Drive, Eugene, Oregon 97405-
9535, USA.

The Wedge Entomological Research Foun-
dation gratefully thanks its subscribers, its support-
ers, the persons who provide data and energy to as-
sist the authors, and the users of the monographs.
Were there not a need, the project could not be sus-
tained. Were there not an interest and dedication of
moth collectors, the project would be impeded.
Completion of the preliminary survey remains a
major goal.

For further information contact Dr. Ronald
Hodges at the address provided above (e-mail:
rwhodges@continet.com).

MONA fascicles in progress on Tortricidae
include the tribe Sparganothini (by J. Powell & J.
Brown) and the tribe Cochlyini (by M. Pogue, J.
Brown & E. Metzler).
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